The specimen is from a case of cancer of the rectum in which a small nodule was found embedded in the mucous membrane and submucosa about 5 in. below the growth. Microscopic examination showed this to be composed of clumps of epithelium bearing a close resemblance to normal pancreas or to salivary gland tissue. This was attributed to a metaplasia of the intestinal epithelium due to irritation.
A few similar cases have been previously reported:-(1) Taylor A. L. " The epithelial heterotopias of the alimentary tract." Journ. of Path. and Bact., 1927, 30, 415. (2) Branch C. D. and Gross R. E. "Aberrant pancreatic tissue in the gastrointestinal tract: a report on six cases." Arch. of Surg., 1935, 31, 200. (3) Nicholson, G. W. "Heteromorphosis (metaplasia) of the alimentary tract." Journ. of Path. and Bact., 1923, 26, 399. (4) Dukes, C., and Edwards, H. C. Congenital diverticula of the intestine, with report of a case exhibiting heterotopia." Brit. Journ. of Surg., 1929, 27, 7. JUNE-SURG. 3 * 73 1013
